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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, how/ever, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action Is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
At claim 5, line 7, "who" should be read -whom-. 
Appropriate correction is required 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. At claim 1 , line 7 recite the limitation "fonn." It is unclear what applicant meant by 
"fonn". 

5. Claim 5, line 2 recite the limitation "the device". 

There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 7, line 4 recite the limitation "said listener". 

There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Claim 8,line 2 recite the limitation "said listener". 

There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections * 35 USC § 102 

6, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed In the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gilbert 
et al (Patent 6530887). 

10. Re claims 1 and 7: Gilbert et al teach a portable apparatus for conveying blood 
flow parameters to a user, the apparatus comprising: a transducer device (probe, 364) 
for providing for a Doppler monitoring of flows within a patient (See Col. 2, line 59-67); 
a processing unit (360) interconnected to said transducer unit and adapted to extract a 
blood flow signal from the operation of said transducer and process said blood flow 
signal so as to produce a video blood flow signal and an audio blood flow signal; a 
display unit interconnect to said processing unit for visualizing the video blood flow 
signal(See Col. 28, line 41-45,Col. 36, line 54-56 and Col. 28, line 64-66); and at least 
one audio emission device(a pair of speakers and cables) interconnected to said 
processing unit for emission of said audio blood flow signal to the ears of said user (See 
Fig.11). 

11. Re claim 2: Gilbert et al teach a portable apparatus for conveying blood flow 
parameters to a user wherein a processing unit (360) and a display unit (370) are 
packaged as a handheld device (See Fig.11). 
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12. Re claims 3,4 and 8: Gilbert et al teach a portable apparatus for conveying 
blood flow parameters to a user wherein a processing unit (See Col. 29, line 4-45) 
performs audio spatialisation (spectral sonogram) includes a spatial separation of 
information in accordance with the depth of the received signal from a transducer 
element (See Col. 32, line 12-29 and Col. 30, line 39-41) and the number of audio 
emission devices is at least two (See Fig. 11). 

13. Re claims 5 and 6: Gilbert et al teach a portable apparatus for conveying blood 
flow parameters wherein a microphone is configured with a computer during the medical 
examination. (See Fig.11 for microphone and Col. 3, line 53-54 for storage means 
(memory)). Also, see Fig. 12 where a laptop computer is used for storing and retrieving 
information associated with subjects of examined results. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Gould (Patent 5546943) discloses an invention wherein 3D audio spatialization 
is used to convey blood flow to a user. 

Shaya et al (Patent 5447164) disclose a medical device that stores and displays 
a patient's information received from a transducer. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lawrence N. Laryea whose telephone number is 571- 
272-9060. The examiner can nomially be reached on 9:30 a.m. -5:30 p.m. EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eleni Mantis-Mercader can be reached on 571-272-4740. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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